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Preface
We believe that sociology plays an essential role in modern
intellectual culture and occupies a central place within the
social sciences. We have aimed to write a book that merges

classic sociological theories with up-to-the-minute social issues
that interest sociologists today. We also believe that sociologists
must use rigorous research methods in order to study and
understand human behavior. We highlight findings from
ethnographic studies to document the hows and whys of social
behavior and also present current statistical data to document
important social trends. We aim to present material in a “fair and
balanced” way. Although each of the authors has their own
perspective on social theories, methods, and social policy, we
have worked hard to ensure that our treatment is unbiased and
nonpartisan. We strive to present the most complete picture of
sociology possible. Given the vast array of topics encompassed by
sociology, however, we made difficult choices about what the most
essential topics in sociology are today. We hope readers are
engaged, intrigued, and occasionally inspired by the ideas
presented in this book.

About the Essentials Edition
The Ninth Edition of Essentials of Sociology is based on the
Thirteenth Seagull Edition of our full text, Introduction to
Sociology . We created the Essentials Edition for instructors and
students who prefer a briefer book. We reduced the length of the
book by roughly one-third, and we reduced the number of
chapters from 20 to 16. Retaining the themes that have made the
full text such a successful teaching tool, we cut selected topics to
focus on the core ideas of sociology and reorganized the chapters
around a “big questions” framework. While briefer than the full
text, Essentials of Sociology features some additional pedagogical
aids not present in Introduction to Sociology , including a greater
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number of images and current event examples, “Globalization by
the Numbers” infographics, and “Employing Your Sociological
Imagination” features. Combined with a briefer overall exposition,
these features help students understand and apply key concepts
and theories.

Major Themes
The book is constructed around four basic themes that provide its
character. The newest theme is applying sociology to
everyday life . Sociological thinking enables self-understanding,
which can in turn inspire an improved understanding of the social
world. Studying sociology can be a liberating experience: It
expands our sympathies and imagination, opens up new
perspectives on the sources of our own behavior, and creates an
awareness of cultural settings different from our own. Sociological
ideas challenge dogma, teach appreciation of cultural variety, and
allow us insight into the workings of social institutions. At a more
practical level, the text shows how the skills and knowledge
acquired in sociology classes can be applied to far-ranging
careers, from health care to law enforcement (“Employing Your
Sociological Imagination” features in select chapters).

Our second theme is inequalities . Throughout the text, we
emphasize that important resources—whether education, health,
income, or social support—are not fairly or evenly distributed to all
individuals. We highlight how gender, race, social class, and age
shape our daily lives in the United States. We also pay keen
attention to global inequalities and reveal how differences in
economic and natural resources throughout the world powerfully
influence even very personal experiences—including health,
religion, and relationships.

A third theme of the book is that of social and historical
context . Sociology was born of the transformations that
wrenched the industrializing social order of the West away from
the lifestyles characteristic of earlier societies. The pace of social
change has continued to accelerate, and it is possible that we now
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stand on the threshold of transitions as significant as those that
occurred in the late eighteenth and nineteenth centuries.
Sociological study helps us chart the transformations of our past
and grasp the major lines of development taking place today. Our
understanding of the past also contributes to our understanding of
institutions in the present and future.

The fourth fundamental theme of the book is globalization . For
far too long, sociology has been dominated by the view that
societies can be studied as independent entities. But even in the
past, societies never really existed in isolation. Today we can see a
clear acceleration in processes of global integration. This is
obvious, for example, in the expansion of international trade
across the world. The emphasis on globalization also connects
closely with the weight given to the interdependence of the
industrialized and developing worlds today. In every chapter,
visually engaging full-page “Globalization by the Numbers”
infographics highlight how countries across the globe compare on
key metrics, such as incarceration rates, maternity leave benefits,
voter turnout, and gender inequality.

Despite these interconnections, however, societies have their own
distinctive attributes, traditions, and experiences. Sociology
cannot be taught solely by examining the institutions of any one
particular society. While we have slanted our discussion toward
the United States, we have also balanced it with a rich variety of
materials drawn from other regions—especially those undergoing
rapid social change, such as the Middle East, Asia, Africa, and
Eastern Europe. The book also includes much more material on
developing countries than has been usual in introductory texts.

What’s New in the Ninth Edition
All the chapters in the book have been updated and revised to
reflect the most recent available research and data. Each chapter
opens with a contemporary news event or social trend—ranging
from the most local (like a confrontation between a dog walker
and bird-watcher in New York’s Central Park) to the most global
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(such as the rapid spread of Covid-19). These events are used to
introduce and explain the key sociological concepts, themes, and
studies that are elaborated throughout the text. In this edition,
racial and ethnic categorizations are considered proper nouns and
thus are capitalized. As Temple University journalism professor
Lori Tharps notes, “Black with a capital B refers to people of the
African diaspora. Lowercase black is simply a color” (Tharps,
2014). In the same way, “White” as a racial category
acknowledges the functions of this label in society. Racial
designations are not neutral markers of skin tone but socially
constructed categories whose meanings and boundaries shift over
time and place. Treating these categories as proper nouns
recognizes them as such (Appiah, 2020).

Chapter 1 (Sociology: Theory and Method): A new chapter
opener introduces the sociological imagination and how it can be
used to better understand world events like the 2022 Russian
invasion of Ukraine. The “What Is the ‘Sociological Imagination’?”
section has been revised to explore how Covid-19 affected our
concept of the family structure. The “Émile Durkheim” section
includes expanded coverage of Durkheim’s analysis of social
change.

Chapter 2 (Culture and Society): Chapter 2 introduces
additional research on the harmful effects of colonialism in the
“Global Development” section. The “Values and Norms” section,
the “How Does Globalization Affect Contemporary Culture?”
section, the “Does the Internet Promote a Global Culture?”
section, and the “Employing Your Sociological Imagination”
feature titled “International Student Adviser” all include updates
with the newest available data.

Chapter 3 (Socialization, the Life Course, and Aging): The
chapter opener features new examples of individuals who have
battled for rights and respect as transgender people. In the
“Identity” section, additional coverage on how the internet shapes
identity has been introduced. In the “Young Adulthood” section,
new research on young adults, educational debt, and financial
independence has been added. The “What Are the Challenges of
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Aging in the United States?” section includes new coverage on
how race affects quality of life and how racial cohorts affect
individuals. A new section titled “Caregiver Shortages” has been
added to explore how different social roles impact who cares for
older adults. To end the chapter, the “Ageism” section includes
new research on examples of microaggression toward older
adults.

Chapter 4 (Social Interaction and Everyday Life): There is a
new “Employing Your Sociological Imagination” feature about the
power of training in sociology for workers taking sales positions.
The “Impression Management” section features new coverage of
the relationship between online infamy and audience segregation.
This section includes a new discussion of Forrest Stuart’s Ballad of
the Bullet: Gangs, Drill Music, and the Power of Online Infamy ,
which examines drill music in Chicago. In the “Nonverbal
Communication in the Digital Age” section, new coverage on how
humans interact both verbally and nonverbally with one another in
our technologically advanced world has been introduced in a
discussion about computer-generated facial expressions. In the
“How Do Time and Space Affect Our Interactions?” section,
updated research on temporality and digital technologies in the
twenty-first century has been added to better explain how
interaction is situated within a place and a time, and how the
advent of technology has restructured those time and space
landscapes, especially when it comes to human interaction. There
is also a new discussion of how internet usage has changed for
high school students since the 1990s and how social media can be
used to build community. In the “Compulsion of Proximity”
section, data have been updated. The chapter also received data
updates throughout.

Chapter 5 (Networks, Groups, and Organizations): In the
“Internet as Social Network” section, data on the rise of internet
usage in America has been updated. The “Technology and Modern
Organizations” section includes data updates on the popularity of
remote working since the pandemic. The “Technology and Modern
Organizations” section also includes new coverage on how the
values of corporate culture impact workers. Further, the same
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section expands to discuss how the advent of information
technology such as the internet has changed the values of the
corporate system to favor certain kinds of workers more than
others.

Chapter 6 (Deviance, Crime, and Punishment): This chapter
includes a new exploration of the possible reasons for the recent
rise in violent crime in the United States, new coverage on online
deviant behavior, and new statistics about the U.S. prison system.
The “What Is Deviance?” section has an updated discussion of
computer hacking as an illustration of the relationship between
deviance and crime. The “Criminal Victimization” section includes
updated coverage of current thinking on causes of the relatively
high number of violent crimes in the United States. The “Crimes of
the Powerful” section includes a new discussion of Sam Bankman-
Fried. The “Cybercrime” section includes updated statistics on the
rise of American companies battling cybercrime. The “Death
Penalty” section includes updated statistics about American
support for and opposition to the death penalty. The “Prisons”
section reports new data about America’s responsibility for a fifth
of the world’s prisoners. Lastly, this section includes updated
coverage of the particularly disastrous impact that this prison
system has on Black communities, as African Americans make up
more than a third of all U.S. prisoners despite only comprising
one-tenth of the country’s population.

Chapter 7 (Stratification, Class, and Inequality): Chapter 7
has new research on slavery and caste in the “What Is Social
Stratification?” section. In the “How Is Social Class Defined in the
United States?” section, there are data updates on average
household income, wealth disparities, race, and education. In the
“Lifestyle” section, new definitions of social capital and cultural
capital have been introduced. In the section titled “The Upper
Class,” there are data updates on wealth, technology, and
globalization. Research in the section titled “The Middle Class” has
also been updated, along with data in the “What Are the Causes
and Consequences of Social Inequality in the United States?”
section. In the “Incomes of Ethnic Minorities Versus White
Americans” subsection, new coverage of intergenerational and
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downward mobility has been added along with updated research.
In the “Opportunities for Mobility: Who Gets Ahead?” section,
there is new coverage of intergenerational upward mobility
according to different racial, ethnic, and gender groups, followed
by another new discussion of inter- and intragenerational
downward mobility for divorced women. A new section titled “The
Importance of Education for Social Mobility” covers the
relationships between education levels, income, and
intergenerational mobility. A new subsection titled “Poverty in the
United States” has been added that examines the causes and
consequences of poverty, including how poverty affects health.
There is another new section titled “How Many People Live in
Poverty?” about the poverty line, government support, and Covid-
19. The “Explaining Poverty” section includes new research on
poverty and welfare programs, and in the “How Does Social
Inequality Affect Your Life?” section, there is new coverage of
social stratification, social mobility, income, and economic futures.

Chapter 8 (Global Inequality): This chapter includes data
updates throughout, including those on average incomes
worldwide over the last 20 years and the number of people
suffering from hunger around the world.

Chapter 9 (Inequality on the Basis of Gender and
Sexuality): Chapter 9 has been renamed due to new coverage of
inequality on the basis of sexuality in addition to gender. The
chapter opener on negative treatment of women on the basis of
their gender includes updated coverage of high-profile cases of
sexual violence against women, including several recent examples
like the cases involving Harvey Weinstein and Bill Cosby.
Substantial new coverage has been added to the chapter on
gender differences due to nature or nurture, including new
scholarship that challenges binary conceptions of gender. This
discussion of gender as a broad social construct continues in a
new investigation of the concepts of gender identity and sexual
orientation, exploring how sexual and gender minorities face
higher risk of oppression and social disadvantages because of
social resistance to a perceived threat to traditional gender norms.
In the “Are Gender Differences Due to Nature, Nurture, or Both?”
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section, a new discussion of the distinctions between gender,
sexual orientation, sex, and other related terms has been added
to lay the foundation for further discussion of inequality on the
basis of gender and sexuality. For example, in the “How Do
Gender Inequalities Play Out in Social Institutions?” section, a new
discussion has been added to closely investigate inequality on the
basis of sexual orientation in particular. In the “Social Construction
of Gender” section, fresh scholarship on the cultural idealization of
hegemonic masculinity is introduced and explained. The section
also includes a new discussion of how social pressures may keep
parents from allowing their children the freedom to define
themselves, and how bestowing that freedom on their children
may encourage them to develop their own sense of self even at a
young age. The “Doing Gender” section features new coverage of
the role that style and clothing plays in displaying one’s own
gender identification. The “Blurring the Boundaries Between the
Genders” section has been streamlined to focus on the cultures
throughout the world that have created new spaces where people
may officially identify themselves as gender categories beyond the
binary. In the “Unequal Treatment in the Classroom” section, a
new discussion appears on the ways in which gendered
stereotypes are especially harmful for African American children
when the challenges of being both queer and a racial minority
intersect. Information on the participation of men versus women
in the work force is updated in the “Inequalities at Work” section,
which also includes new coverage on how women’s labor force
participation dropped more steeply than men’s during the Covid-
19 pandemic, particularly for Black and Latina women. The “Glass
Ceiling” section includes new information that argues that,
although we typically associate women’s glass ceiling barrier with
corporate high-paying jobs, it also constricts the livelihoods of
lower-wage women working jobs like cashiers or restaurant cooks,
and, even if women do manage to shatter the glass ceiling, their
success ends up backfiring on them in the form of the “glass
cliff”—whereby women trying to rise to higher job opportunities
fall . Additional coverage on how Covid-19 set women in the
workforce back is included in a new paragraph in the “Economic
Inequality in Global Perspective” section. The new paragraph
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includes new statistics—which are considered conservative
estimates—for the lost wages of women working in the informal
economy (like domestic workers or street vendors) who could no
longer work during shutdowns. The “Gender Inequality in Politics”
section includes new information about the most prominent
women leaders in politics today in both the Democratic and
Republican Parties, exploring the impact that leaders such as
Sarah Palin and Nikki Haley have had on the way women are
perceived in politics. New data are introduced in the “Rape”
section on the severity of gender-based violence against
transgender women and nonbinary persons, especially
transgender women of color, which has escalated in recent years
to an alarming level. The “Radical Feminism” section reports that
some scholars even exclude trans women from their feminist
beliefs under the argument that the transgender movement
perpetuates patriarchal gender norms and thus is incompatible
with their feminist ideology.

Chapter 10 (Race, Ethnicity, and Racism): This chapter’s
section on “Overt Racism” introduces new examples of “racism
with racists,” including anti-Semitism in Florida and the murder of
six Asian women in Atlanta—the increase in anti-Asian violence
having been attributed to the blame placed on China for the
Covid-19 pandemic. The “Race” section offers new coverage of
how continual changes to census categories underscore evolving
conceptions of race and ethnicity in the United States. The
“Institutional Racism” section includes new coverage of the Black
Lives Matter movement, including discussion of the aftermath of
George Floyd’s murder and research on the evidence for
institutional racism in policing, including the 2023 report from the
U.S. Department of Justice on structural racism in the Minneapolis
Police Department. The “Ethnic Antagonism: A Historical
Perspective” section offers a more nuanced explanation of
emigration. The “Puerto Ricans” section includes updated
coverage of the debate over whether Puerto Rico should be
admitted to the United States, including discussion of the 2022
bipartisan bill that the House of Representatives passed that
allowed Puerto Ricans to control the official decision of whether
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the territory will be admitted to the United States by vote. Data in
the “Employment and Income” section have been substantially
updated to reflect the current relationship between race,
employment, and income in the United States. The “Gender and
Race” section covers the intersectionality between race and
gender, including new data on income disparities between races.
The “Asian Success Story” section has been updated to further
explain the negative impacts of the myth of Asian Americans as a
“model minority” on other groups. A new “Globalization by the
Numbers” feature called “Racial and Ethnic Populations” has been
introduced to this chapter to reflect the racial and ethnic
composition of different nations’ populations, showing how they
change over time and vary widely among countries. The chapter
also includes a new “Employing Your Sociological Imagination”
feature invites a deeper discussion about surge in demand for
diversity, equity, and inclusion professionals in recent times,
explaining what qualities such a role calls for and how a
background in sociology helps students foster such skills. Lastly,
the “Educational Attainment” section includes a new discussion on
the role of affirmative action policies at colleges and universities
and the impact the recent Supreme Court decision will have on
admissions policies and school diversity.

Chapter 11 (Families and Intimate Relationships):
Throughout Chapter 11 , statistics have been updated to reflect
changing factors in contemporary family configurations, including
ethnicity, sexuality, age, wealth, and single parenthood. In the
“Marriage” section, a new “Globalization by the Numbers” feature
called “Life Course Transitions” is introduced to show how the
mean ages at which individuals pass through key life transitions
vary based on where they live. Coverage on the norms of sexual
attractiveness for both males and females has been moved from
the previous edition’s chapter on gender to this new edition’s
chapter on families and intimate relationships. The relocation of
this material about both gender and sexuality and intimate
relationships allows for deeper discussion of how societal
standards for attractiveness in intimate relationships are affected
by one’s gender and sexuality.
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Chapter 12 (Education and Religion): The “Education Reform
in the United States” section has been expanded to cover teacher
strikes in 2022 as educators faced understaffed schools, outbreaks
of Covid-19, and persistent low pay as inflation increased. A new
“Globalization by the Numbers” feature called “Educational
Attainment” has been introduced in this chapter to show that
educational attainment is a key indicator of human development,
as it has a strong impact on social outcomes such as child
mortality, fertility, and income distribution. In the “Global Rise of
Religious Nationalism” section, the new coverage on conservative
politician Ebrahim Raisi’s 2021 election as the president of Iran
has been introduced. The “Trends in Religious Affiliation” section
includes data updates on the percentage of the U.S. population
that is religiously unaffiliated and, inversely, on the rise of those
who do not identify with a religion. The “Protestants: The
Strength of Conservative Denominations” section includes data
showing that most White evangelical Protestants voted for Trump
in the 2020 election. The “Catholicism” section includes new
information from a national survey on the percentage of young
adult Catholics who attended church at least once a week pre-
pandemic. It also includes data updates indicating that, of the
third of Americans born Catholic, two-fifths of them no longer
identify with the Catholic Church. The “Other Religious Groups”
section has updated data showing that, in the last decade, more
than three-fifths of Jews have married non-Jews. This chapter also
introduces a new “Employing Your Sociological Imagination”
feature on the hidden complexities within the role of school
principal, exploring the ways in which a background in sociology
of education can be ideal preparation for the job.

Chapter 13 (Politics and Economic Life): The chapter opener
includes new data on changes to minimum wage laws and new
coverage of the influence of individuals and groups in politics. The
section on how democracies function clarifies the factors that
make a country more or less democratic. The “Global Rise of
Populist Authoritarianism” section has been extensively revised
with a more expansive exploration of the impact of race and
ethnicity in populist countries. An entirely new section, “The Role
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of Social Media,” has been added to further explain how online
social platforms affect the political views of participants,
referencing the proliferation of terms like “fake news” and the
danger of misinformation spread by social media to society. The
“Politics and Voting” section includes a heavily revised and
updated discussion of the significant differences in voter turnout
by age, race, ethnicity, gender, educational attainment, religion,
and income level. A new section titled “The Political Participation
of Women” includes new coverage of the success of women’s
groups and organizations in getting equal opportunity acts passed
and influencing legislation on reproductive rights. The section
about theories of democracy has been significantly revised to
focus on the question of who holds power in a democracy and in
which cases regular citizens are the primary power-holders. The
section on whether democracy is in trouble includes new coverage
of research that reports that the number of American citizens who
still trust the government has dropped to just one in four. The
“Labor Unions” section includes a new exploration of the role that
unions play in the workforce today compared to that of the past.
References to the financial barriers to union success have been
added, followed by new coverage of union success stories. The
“Automation and the Skill Debate” section includes new coverage
of the Biden White House’s release of the 2022 report, concluding
that artificial intelligence may be capable of taking over jobs
involving not just routine but also nonroutine tasks,
acknowledging new ways that AI could pose a threat to people’s
jobs. Data in the “Unequal Pay” section has been updated to
reflect the current wage gaps and financial inequities suffered by
many Americans today.

Chapter 14 (The Sociology of the Body: Health, Illness,
and Medicine): Material previously included in this chapter on
sexuality and sexual orientation not directly related to health has
been moved to the gender and sexuality chapter. The section
titled “How Do Social Contexts Affect the Human Body?” has been
revised to reflect the ever-evolving social forces that affect body
image perceptions in the United States. This includes coverage of
new social shapers like Instagram, TikTok, and its influencers,
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comparing them to the fashion magazines, celebrities, and models
that were the social shapers just twenty years ago. The “Eating
Disorders” section has been updated and rewritten to address the
effects of our culture surrounding bodies, including rewritten
paragraphs that now cover the roots of body image disorders in
shame and a desire for control over one’s body, explaining that
these feelings are often prompted by the common popular
cultures of our society. The section shows that, although physical
attractiveness is usually perceived as a main value for women,
boys and young men also suffer from body image dissatisfaction
and unhealthy eating disorders, more commonly than once
thought. Further, emerging research shows that trans youth also
experience body dissatisfaction issues, sometimes pushing them
to the point of taking harmful steps to attain their ideal body.
Another revised paragraph in this section discusses how Western
images of beauty have spread to the rest of the world, along with
their associated illnesses—making this not just a Western problem
but also a worldwide health issue. However, another section titled
“The ‘Obesity Epidemic” does focus on a weight problem within
the United States, with updated statistics showing a sharp
increase in the number of children and adolescents struggling with
obesity in America today. This section also has new coverage on
the reasons why children of more disadvantaged racial and ethnic
groups are at much greater risk for becoming overweight than
their White peers. The section explains how these reasons can be
traced back to the legacy of systemic racism. There is also new
research in this section on body shaming and weight-based
discrimination—the text is especially attentive to the harmful
effects that may be attributed to obesity but are actually caused
by society’s attitude toward obesity rather than obesity itself. A
new “Globalization by the Numbers” feature called “Health
Insurance Coverage” has been added to this chapter to illustrate
that, while many countries provide universal public health
insurance for their citizens, some other countries, like the United
States, offer both public and private coverage for certain groups.
The research in the “Changing Conceptions of Health and Illness”
has been updated with new studies on what changes effectively
helped prevent the increasing death rates of Covid-19 in 2020 and
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2021, suggesting that improvements in medical care had relatively
little impact. Rather, new research suggests that changes made to
public spaces to make them more conducive to social distancing
and to increase the space’s ventilation has proven to be more
effective at lowering death rates than were improvements in
medical care. To address a trend that is possibly linked to health
care improvements’ ineffectiveness during the pandemic’s worst
times, the next section titled “Complementary and Alternative
Medicine” includes new research reporting that Americans have
become frustrated with and mistrustful of the American health
care system as of late. Thus, more and more patients in the
United States are seeking alternative health care. The next section
on how social factors affect health, illness, mental health, and
health behaviors, includes new research that correlates worsening
mental health across America with the harmful impacts of Covid-
19, racial inequality, and gender disparities in recent hard times in
the country. A new section, “Mental Health Risks for Teens and
Young Adults,” goes into deeper detail on the negative impacts of
all these social struggles on the mental wellness of today’s youth.
The “Countering Racial Inequalities in Health” section shares
disheartening new research showing that, although Black and
White women have similar rates of breast cancer, Black women
are much more likely to die of the disease because often their
cancer is detected at a later and more difficult-to-treat stage.
Possible solutions to this problem are discussed. The “Gender-
Based Inequalities in Health” section includes data updates on the
higher tendency of women to report poorer health compared to
men in the United States. In contrast, other new research reports
that men are more likely than women to die from Covid-19.

Chapter 15 (Urbanization, Population, and the
Environment): In the “Industrialization and Urbanization”
section, research from the U.S. Bureau of the Census on the
number of Americans who reside in metropolitan areas has been
updated; the same section also includes other updates from the
World Bank on India, whose citizens reside mostly in rural areas.
More Census Bureau updates can be found in the “Decline of
Rural America?” section, which indicate a decline of the rural
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American population. Further, in the “Basic Demographic
Concepts” section, information on the crude death rates of various
countries throughout the world has been updated to reflect those
with the highest rates according to the World Bank in 2022. In the
“Environmental Social Movements” section, significant updates
were made to the data on how many people in the United States
and other countries view climate change as a major threat—the
survey results are shocking. The section was expanded with a
discussion of research that suggests there is a correlation
between being or leaning Democratic and caring about climate
change; in contrast, the research also suggests a correlation
between identifying as Republican and not viewing climate change
as a real threat. Data updates also indicate that young American
adults seem to be significantly more concerned about global
warming than their counterparts aged 65 and older.

Chapter 16 (Globalization in a Changing World): This
chapter has a new opener, focusing on the impact globalization
has had on the most popular music today, allowing it to spread
from one disparate corner to another. The first paragraph in the
“Cultural Globalization” section has been reworded and expanded,
with new coverage of how modern communications technology
has intensified globalization over the last half century, accelerated
by the invention of social media. This paragraph uses the pop
music discussed in the chapter introduction as an example of
cultures borrowing and sharing ideas, pop culture icons, and
various other aspects of cultural life with one another. The next
section, “Economic Factors,” has been mostly rewritten, except for
the part on governments seeking control of cross-border economic
flows. The new material discusses how some countries have given
up a degree of political sovereignty by relinquishing some control
over the economic forces that shape our world. These new
paragraphs also discuss the current U.S. trade war with China and
how it calls into question whether economic globalization will
continue as it has or will begin to create rivalries between big
economic superpowers like the United States and China. The
following section, “Technology,” now mentions that the advent of
technology has enabled firms to hire factories around the world to
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manufacture their goods for them at much lower costs—but that
this ability often comes at the expense of lower worker wages and
unsafe working conditions. The word why has been added at the
beginning of the section title “Why Does Terrorism Seem to Be on
the Rise in the World Today?” in order to explore the reasons
behind the rise of this national and global threat. The “Classical
Theories of Social Movements” section has been mostly rewritten
to cover studies on the necessary preconditions for the success of
collective action and social movements. Many of the opening
paragraphs of the “Economic Deprivation” section have been
removed; it now begins with a new discussion of the influential
social movement theory of Karl Marx. It continues to explain
where Marx may have been wrong, providing new research that
contradicts his argument that poverty itself would foster its own
social movements. The next section, “Resource Mobilization,” has
a new opener about the rise of mass marches, large political
rallies, and highly confrontational social media in the United
States. The section next discusses the 1970s writings of John
McCarthy and Mayer Zald, who argued that, as fuel for a
movement, suffering is not nearly as powerful as effective
leadership and organization. The “Structural Strain” section has
been omitted, and a new section, “Messaging and
Communication,” elaborates on the importance of proper
communication, leadership, and organization, which McCarthy and
Zald referenced as a key factor in the success of any movement
(as discussed in the previous section). The section discuses
prominent African American activists like Martin Luther King Jr.,
whose “I Have a Dream” speech inspired connectivity between
people of all races, genders, religions, and ages with its spiritual
message of hope. The section goes on to say that mass rallies,
unlike gatherings of hope like MLK’s, are not necessary to fuel a
social movement in the age of social media, when messaging can
go viral and reach large numbers of people in minutes. It also
discusses the relationship between activism and TV promotion
today, inviting readers to think of the various kinds of media they
consume with a political message. A new section, “Political
Opportunity,” follows, covering the argument that for a social
movement to occur and have hopes of succeeding, there must be
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sufficient political space for it to do so—making democratic
settings ideal for social movements. The “New Social Movements”
section has new coverage explaining that new social movements
for causes like LGBTQ+ rights, environmentalism, gun control,
Black Lives Matter, and March for Our Lives are often concerned
with the quality of private life as much as with the purely
economic or political issues that drove more traditional social
movements. Three new paragraphs follow, exploring the role of
solidarity and collective affirmation of personal identity in the case
of LGBTQ+ social rights movements. This chapter also includes a
new “Employing Your Sociological Imagination” feature titled
“Sustainability Specialist,” discussing how globalization has
dramatically lowered the environmental sustainability of industries
like manufacturing, creating a high demand for new sustainability
specialists with backgrounds in sociology. The paragraph in the
“Political Changes” section on recent forms of humanitarian relief
and technical assistance has been updated with newer examples
and events from 2022–2023, including the earthquake in Turkey
and Syria and the hottest summer on record, with wildfires
ravaging forests and cities in Europe, North America, and even
Hawaii.

Study Aids
Every chapter in the Ninth Edition of Essentials of Sociology
includes the following features:

Learning Objectives are outlined at the start of the chapter
and then recur throughout the chapter in marginal notations
at the beginning of the relevant sections to promote active
learning.
Concept Checks throughout each chapter help students
assess their understanding of the major topics in the chapter.
In each “Concept Check,” questions range from those that
assess reading comprehension to those that require more
advanced critical thinking skills.
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Globalization by the Numbers infographics transform raw
numbers into visually interesting displays that put the United
States in a global context. Interactive versions in the ebook
make the data dynamic and include integrated assignments
that engage students with the data.
Big Picture concept maps at the end of every chapter, which
integrate the “Big Questions,” learning objectives, key terms,
and “Concept Checks” into a handy and visually interesting
study tool, serve as both a pre-reading guide to the chapter
as well as a post-reading review.
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1 Sociology: Theory and
Method

The war disrupted the education experience of students at
Kyiv-Mohyla Academy.

THE BIG QUESTIONS
 

What is the “sociological imagination”?

Learn what sociology covers as a field and how everyday topics
like love and romance are shaped by social and historical forces.
Recognize that sociology involves developing a sociological
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imagination and a global perspective and understanding social
change.

What theories do sociologists use?

Learn about the development of sociology as a field. Be able to
name some of the leading social theorists and the concepts they
contributed to sociology. Learn the different theoretical approaches
modern sociologists bring to the field.

What kinds of questions can sociologists
answer?

Be able to describe the different types of questions sociologists
address in their research.

What are the steps of the research process?

Learn the steps of the research process and be able to complete
the process yourself.

What research methods do sociologists use?

Familiarize yourself with the methods available to sociological
researchers, and know the advantages and disadvantages of each.
See how researchers use multiple methods in a real study.

What ethical dilemmas do sociologists face?

Recognize the ethical problems researchers may face, and identify
possible solutions to these dilemmas.

How does the sociological imagination affect
your life?
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“Karens,” 301
Kazakhs, 343
KEI (Knowledge Economy Index), 447
Kekua, Lennay, 106
Kellogg, 439
Kelly, Joan, 363 , 371
Kennedy, John F., 144 , 246
Kerry, John, 517
Keynesianism, 249–50
Keynes, John Maynard, 449
Khmer Rouge, 310
Kimmel, Michael, 288
King, Billie Jean, 73
King, Martin Luther, Jr., 36 , 335 , 382 , 405 , 539
Kinsey, Alfred, 481
kinship, 342 , 343 , 355 , 359
Klinenberg, Eric, 372
knowledge economy, 205 , 447 , 553
Knowledge Economy Index (KEI), 447
Kosovo, 310
Koum, Jan, 212
Kozol, Jonathan, 386–87
K-pop, 527 , 528 , 532
Kroger, 441
Kueng, J. Alexander, 312
!Kung of the Kalahari Desert, 269

L
labeling theory, 170–72 , 191
labor force participation rates, 274–75 , 275 , 276 , 282
labor unions, 249 , 438–39
Lagos, Nigeria, 503
Lane, Jeffrey, 127
Lane, Thomas, 312
language, 45–46; see also speech; writing
Lareau, Annette, 79
latent functions, 17 , 382
later life (old age), 89–90; see also aging and older
adults
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Knowledge Economy Index (KEI), 447
protests against, 561

World Commission on Environment and Development,
518
World Economic Forum (Davos, Switzerland), 281
World Health Organization (WHO), 241 , 242 , 531
World Meteorological Organization, 519
World Revolution in Family Patterns (Goode), 349
world-systems theory, 248–51 , 252 , 254–55 , 254 t
World Trade Organization (WTO), 247 , 251 , 530 , 550 ,
558 , 560–61
World War II, 310 , 323
World Wide Web developed, 135
Wright, Erik Olin, 203 t , 204–5
writing, 46–47 , 57; see also language; symbols
Wuhan, China, 241

X
Xi Jinping, 490

Y
Yahoo, 149 , 212 , 278
Yale University, 41–42 , 44 , 161–62
Yang, Jerry, 212
Yemen, 256 , 272 , 405
Yoon, JeongMee, 85
young adulthood, 88 , 89
young old, 94
Yousafzai, Malala, 376–77 , 377–78 , 378 , 395 , 411
Youth Development Study, 278–79
YouTube, 68 , 80 , 114 , 423
Yugoslavia, former, 310

Z
Zald, Mayer, 538
Zero Hour, 253
“zero tolerance” policies in schools, 392
Zerubavel, Eviatar, 120
Zhou, Min, 331
Zhou Shengxian, 490
Zimbardo, Philip, 31–32 , 32 , 188
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